
One of the top tuba soloists since the early 60s, Howard Johnson is a 
very versatile player who not only plays tuba and baritone but other 
reeds and cornet. He moved to New York in 1963, where he worked with 
Charles Mingus (1964-1966), Hank Crawford, and Archie Shepp. 
 

In 1966 he started a 22 year association with Gil Evans. 
Johnson and 3 other tuba players perfomed with Taj Mahal in 1971.
In 1968 Johnson formed Substructure with 5 tubas and jazz rhythm section, 
which became Gravity in 1970 with 6 tubas. In 1995 Gravity finally recorded 
and in 1996 played at the Montery Jazz Festival and at Die Berliner Jazz Tage. 

Howard Johnson has recorded with Crawford, Jack DeJohnette‘s Special Edition, 
Jimmy Heath, Bob Moses, George Gruntz‘s Concert Jazz Band, 
and frequently with Evans‘ orchestra, among others. HO
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( in the original version) 
top action piston model with the relatively small bore of .669 to have the true turbo effect. 
This instrument is ideal for playing Jazz and as a doubling instrument for bass trombone players. 

front action piston model with a .669 bore that is aimed at 
„New Horizon“ players and smaller gigs - easy to play. 
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2011TA 2011FA
THE HOWARD JOHNSON GRAVITY BBb-Tuba:  
4/4size | 4 valves | bell diameter 17.32 | height 35.8 
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HOWARD 
JOHNSON GRAVITY

These days, many Tuba players are expanding into Jazz and they deserve 
an affordable instrument just for Jazz playing that does not limit their abilities. 
With the help of Howard Johnson Meinl-Weston started an ambitious project 
to develop a new BBb-Tuba ideally suited for Jazz playing. 

The result is the new Meinl-Weston Tuba model BBb-Tuba 2011TA „Heritage 
Howard Johnson Gravity“. It is a rebirth of Howard Johnson‘s vintage 
Belgian Mahillon Tuba of the 1960‘s when the Wenzel Meinl company also 
supplied the (now defunct) Mahillon factory with Tuba body parts. 

While developing the new instrument, many players already expressed 
interest in versions with front action piston valves and also in a rotary valve 
version which lead to the development of a whole new series of 
„Heritage Howard Johnson Gravity“ models to set new standards 
on the field of compact BBb-Tubas.

Meinl-Weston / Melton tuba manufacturing:
Wenzel Meinl GmbH • Seniweg 4 • D-82538 Geretsried • Germany • Tel.: +49 8171 92187-0 • Fax: +49 8171 92187-19 • www.meinl-weston.com • www.melton.de
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MEINL-WESTON/MELTON UNVEILS 
NEW 4/4 BBb-TUBA SERIES 2011 

For press kits, booking information, and all other inquiries, 
please contact Howard at: hojotuba@aol.com 

Howard can also be found on the web at:
www.hojozone.com and www.myspace.com/hojozone 

D I S C O G R A P H Y 
„Arrival“ 

(tribute to Pharoah Sanders) 1994 with NUBIA 
(Johnson‘s Hamburg - based band) 

„GRAVITY!!!“  1995 with GRAVITY 
„Right Now!“ - 1998 with GRAVITY and Taj Mahal
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